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GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

 
 

Department of Behavioral Health Behavioral Health Planning Council (BHPC)    

Regularly Scheduled Virtual Meeting   

June 24, 2022, 10:00am-12:00pm   

 

MINUTES 

 

To assist in the reduced transmission of the novel Coronavirus COVID-19 and out of the abundance of caution for the safety 
and well-being of our members, The Behavioral Health Planning Council has continued with teleconference meetings, 

ensuring a Quorum was reached via WebEx.  

 

Meeting was called to Order at 10:01am    

Welcome, Introductions and Roll Call: Senora Simpson 

Approvals of Agenda & Minutes Motion: Senora Simpson read, approved the amended agenda and minutes.      

BHPC Members: Gail Avent (TFCC), Tia Brumstead (OSSE), Ann Chauvin (Woodley House), Nicole Gilbert (CFSA), 

Jean Harris, Hilary Kacser (DisordR), Mark Lavota (DCBHA), Elizabeth Maldonado (CAN), Senora Simpson, Jaclyn 

Verner (Disability Rights), Harry Willis. 

DBH: Richard Bebout, Bernadette Boozer, Maura Gaswirth, Charles Gervin, Laquita Howard, Sharon Hunt, Phyllis Jones, 

Trina Logan, Jelani Murrain, Randy Raybon, Philippa Stuart, Julie Wiegandt. 

DC Govt: Theresa Early (DHS), Elizabeth Garrison (DHCF), Jennifer Joyce (DHCF), Ifeoma Muoka (DDS). 

Public Attendees: Lorenzo Baylor (MBI), Donna Flenory (FAPAC), Andrea Jones, Tom Karl (R1 Learning), Jo Patterson, 

Michael Pickering (RAP Inc.), Eric Scharf (DBSA), Nicholas Weil, Alicia Woodward, + 4 unidentified callers.  

Department of Behavioral Health Updates: 

• Communications & Public Engagement Report. Phyllis Jones reported on Mental Health Awareness Month 

activities: hotline, symposium, consumer forum, and community resource pop-up fairs. Nalaxone distribution and 

social media outreach efforts are ongoing. Applications are welcome for the Peer Specialist Certification Program. 

• 988 Transition Report. Bernadette Boozer reported on preparations for the 988 soft launch on July 16, 2022. 

Monthly coalition meetings are ongoing. 988 will be an enhancement to current Access HelpLine and Warm Line 

services. 

• Live.Long.DC. & SOR 3 Grant Report. Sharon Hunt and Julie Wiegandt reported overdose data, FY22 

accomplishments and proposed initiatives for the SOR 3 grant. Phyllis Jones will provide clear guidance regarding 

fentanyl test strip distribution laws.  

Old Business:  

• Membership Solicitation for FY23 Update. Philippa Stuart and Jelani Murrain reported on key dates and actions. 

Those strong applications for most vacancies were submitted; no applications were received for Ward 3. Jelani will 

consult Dr. Bazron regarding next steps to solicit for Ward 3 applications. 

New Business: 

• Standing Committee Reports 

o System and Benefit Design Committee. Mark LeVota reported on outcomes of the May 25 meeting and 

efforts toward the goal of supporting system’s transition to managed care. Received the following updates: 
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DHCF report on MCO transition (how providers can best get paneled with MCOs to get paid for eligible 

services; short-term bridge policies needed to ensure services are rendered during transition; rate study 

underway); DBH report on providers receiving national accreditation (DBH providing financial assistance 

to providers to cover fees; applications due 9/30); and CRISP’s SUD consent management tool 

demonstration. Next meeting will be in late July, date TBD. 

o Advocacy and Outreach Committee. Jacklyn Verner reported (in Dr. Copeland’s absence) on outcomes 

from meeting two weeks ago: overview of DBH system redesign; foster collaboration with 

Communications Director to ensure goals are aligned; identify ongoing questions the public may have and 

how best the committee can engage in public outreach amid system redesign. Next meeting TBD. Phyllis 

Jones will serve as point of contact until the Communications Director position is filled and Anthony Hall 

is the new Public Engagement Director. Both are eager to increase collaboration efforts with this committee. 

o Connection to Care Committee. No report. 

o Planning and Accountability Committee. Jean Harris reported that the committee did not meet. She will 

schedule a meeting with Jelani Murrain regarding next steps. Jelani submitted last year’s full application to 

the BHPC Executive Committee as reference. DBH is preparing to submit this year’s mini application 

which will be opened on July 1.  

• Ad hoc Bylaws Revisions Committee. Senora Simpson appointed an ad hoc committee to review the Bylaws (e.g., 

online attendance). Membership includes Donna Flenory, Jean Harris, and Senora Simpson. 

• BHPC Self-Assessment. Senora Simpson would like to reimplement the self-assessment tool. The BHPC Support 

Staff will send the tool to members for review/edit and further discussion at the next meeting. Senora Simpson will 

also designate a meeting evaluator to ensure each meeting is productive and inclusive.  

Announcements – No Announcements. 

Public Comments  

• Erick Scharf: Will DBH make grants/funding available to providers and other organizations? DBH will connect 

Eric with the appropriate person(s) to respond to this inquiry. 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:20am 
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